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CHAPTER XL.
THE COLORS USED IN PERFUMERY.
It is now generally recognized that, next to odor, appearance
plays the greatest part in the attractiveness of perfumes. In so
far as appearance is dependent on bottles, packages and wrap-
pings the subject will be touched upon elsewhere. What we are
interested in at this* point is the use of color in connection with
perfumes.
In treating of this, while we may begin with the coloring of
extracts and toilet waters, the real importance of color arises
in connection with the many perfumed products which are at
the same time tinted to add to their appeal to the users.
The coloring of extracts and toilet waters is a comparatively
simple matter. The only requirements which must be met by
the colors used are that they be soluble in the strength alcohol
used, that they give a clear, pure, pleasing tint to the solutions
and that they do not quickly fade into dull, unattractive shades.
For this purpose vegetable colors are sometimes used with satis-
" faction but the modern development of the dyestuff industry has
furnished numerous artificial dyes which are ideal for the per-
fumer* s use. One of these, a particularly clear and bright green,
has been known to retain its original color in perfumes more than
twenty years even in cases where the perfume was exposed to
direct sunlight. That this is an exceptional case will be ad-
mitted, but there are many of the artificial dyes which meet all'
the perfumer's requirements and give clearer tints than the veg-
etable dyes which were once the only ones employed. Needless
to say, the dyes chosen must be those which do not stain the linen
or clothing of the user.
Vegetable dyes are still used in many cases, however, par-
ticularly in preparations for the hair. This is partly because the
same clearness of color tone is not demanded in these prepara-
tions and partly because the vegetable dyes used are less liable